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Early Years Foundation Stage Vision at Gulval School

At Gulval School, we believe that the Reception year is a fundamental stage in a child’s life. One of
our key aims is to instil a love of learning from the very beginning—something we hope will stay

with children throughout their time as part of our school family.

Through high-quality practice, our EYFS staff nurture every child. They observe and listen intently
to each child’s interests, shaping learning through questioning, reflection time, and modelling key
skills. Planning is thoughtful and responsive, tailored to meet the needs of every individual, helping

them to reach their full potential.

We value children’s voices and empower them to shape their own learning, with a strong emphasis
on child-led play. We support children to be deeply engaged and tuned into what they are doing,
knowing this naturally promotes early concentration and motivation. Every moment is seen as an

opportunity for learning.

Our learning environment is safe, calm, inclusive, and well-organised. It promotes independence,
problem solving, challenge, and positive risk-taking—enabling children to flourish across all areas
of development. We support children to explore the three characteristics of effective learning:

playing and exploring, active learning, and creating and thinking critically.

As part of our whole-school Adventurous Curriculum, children in EYFS are encouraged to be
curious, brave, and imaginative learners, developing a spirit of exploration and a willingness to try

new things from the very beginning.

Children experience a broad, balanced, and stimulating curriculum with a strong focus on
developing vocabulary, reading, and writing. This curriculum is delivered through a blend of child-
initiated play and adult-led activities. At the beginning of a child’s EYFS journey, we prioritise the
prime areas of learning: communication and language, physical development, and personal, social,
and emotional development. We know that once these vital foundations are embedded, children

can progress confidently across all other areas of learning.

Every day, children are involved in assessing and recording their own learning journey. We value
close partnerships with parents and carers and encourage you to contribute observations and
photos, helping us to build a full and meaningful picture of your child’s progress during this

significant first year at Gulval School.




